


Dear Investors, Supporters, and Friends, 

We are pleased to offer our second annual report card, which tracks our progress in locating, supporting,
and introducing innovative Boston-area nonprofit organizations to potential investors who can help them
access time, talent, relationships, and money.

We have continued to develop our model in a number of ways. First, in 2007 we conducted an in-depth
evaluation of our consulting and coaching services, which has led us to establish an effective model for
supporting our Social Innovators as they prepare to present at our showcase event, their major opportunity
to connect with our Social Impact Investment Community. More details about the growth of our model can
be found in the Program Health section of this report card.

Second, our research indicates that our Social Innovators derive significant value from our process. As
shown in the section titled Social and Economic Impact Indicators, in only eight months after our showcase
event our 2007 Innovators had already received a total of $675,000 in cash and in-kind services, an amount
equal to 46% of their 2007 cash budgets. Moreover, the value of our process continues to grow over time:
the 21 Social Innovators in our 2004—2007 portfolio have experienced an average annual growth rate of
31%, which significantly exceeds the 5.2% average annual growth rates for all U.S. nonprofits. 

We have extended our partnerships with some of Boston’s leading professional service firms to provide our
Social Innovators with support in several key areas. Just by participating in our process, our 2008 Social
Innovators will receive access to a minimum of $104,500 in cash and services. You can learn more about
the contributions of our capacity-building partners by consulting the back panel of this report card.

We pride ourselves on our open source approach, which invites talent from the business, foundation,
university, nonprofit, and government communities to participate with us in a number of ways. From 2007
to 2008, the Social Innovation Forum’s reputation and network have continued to grow significantly, and our
Social Impact Investment Community now approaches 800 members. As described in the section Program
Health Indicators, we now offer significantly more opportunities for our investors to offer “hands-on” help
to a Social Innovator. 

Finally, our commitment to sharing insights and information extends beyond our Social Innovators to the
members of the Social Impact Investment Community. We are planning several events in 2008 to provide
opportunities for our investors to learn more about high-impact social investing. Our first event, “High-
Engagement Philanthropy: Making an Impact Using a Venture Approach,” attracted close to 100 business
and foundation leaders. We will continue to create valuable opportunities for for-profit and nonprofit
leaders to learn and work together to accelerate the impact of innovative nonprofits working on key social
issues in greater Boston.

Since 2003, the Social Innovation Forum has been
developing an alternative marketplace to provide
innovative, results-oriented nonprofits with access to 
the resources they need to accelerate their ability to
solve greater Boston’s most pressing social problems.

Andrew Wolk
Founder & CEO, Root Cause

Susan Musinsky
Co-Director, Social Innovation Forum

Mary Rivet
Co-Director, Social Innovation Forum

    



In 2008 each Social Innovator will be given access to a
minimum of $104,500 in cash and in-kind professional
services. Over 40% of these valuable services will be
provided by our capacity-building partners, who are

working with our Social Innovators to enhance their ability
to develop their programs and attract funders and other
support. We wish to recognize and thank our partners for
their important contributions to our work. 

Cash and Services Type of Support Value ($)

Cash
Social Issue Track Cash Donated by track sponsor $10,000
Incentive Cash Contingent on performance one year post—showcase event 5,000
Subtotal $15,000

Social Innovation Forum Services
Root Cause Consulting Business planning, prospectus and presentation development $25,000
Executive Coach Mentoring and presentation coaching 15,000
Presentation Advisor Outside business perspective on presentation 2,500
Graphic Design Resource Support to design and produce PowerPoint presentation 2,500
Subtotal $45,000

Capacity-Building Partnership Services
The Ariel Group Leadership training and presentation coaching $2,000
Common Impact Consulting project in IT, human resources, or marketing $35,000
Massachusetts School of
Professional Psychology Additional executive coaching post—showcase event $1,500
Solomon McCown & Co. Strategic communications planning and implementation $6,000
Subtotal $44,500

Total with Incentive $104,500

For information on the Social Innovation Forum www.socialinnovationforum.org
please contact Susan Musinsky at 617-649-1527, or Mary Rivet at 617-649-1528. 

The Social Innovation Forum is a Root Cause social enterprise. www.rootcause.org

2003 2004 2006 2007

Boston Learning Center
Education, Youth Development

Boston Children’s Chorus
Arts, Culture, Humanities, Youth
Development

Boston Black Women’s Health
Institute
Health

Boston Urban Youth Foundation
Education, Youth Development

Eagle Eye Institute
Youth Development, Environment

Boston Health Care and Research
Training Institute
Workforce Development

Circle Catering
Workforce Development,
Nonprofit Business Ventures

Building Impact
Civic Engagement, Nonprofit
Business Ventures

Madison Park/ACT Roxbury
Art, Culture, Humanities

Close to Home
Domestic Violence

Treehouse Boston
Child Welfare System

Incarcerated Youth at Play 
(a program of the Actors’
Shakespeare Project) 
Youth Development

Social Capital, Inc.
Civic Engagement

Common Impact
Civic Engagement

WriteBoston
Education, Youth Development

Strong Women, Strong Girls
Women and Girls’ Issues,
Education, Youth Development

Year Up
Workforce Development, Youth
Development

Rediscovery House
Child Welfare System

Zumix, Inc.
Arts, Culture, Humanities, Youth
Development

Viet-AID
Immigrants/Refugees

2008 Return to a Social Innovator


